ITALIAN PRISONERS
MARCHING ALONG
- THE BARDIA ROAD.




Giuseppe Polito is
captured at Bardia
Libya

Arrives in Port of
Melbourne from
Bombay on General
William Mitchell

Arrived at Wembley
Camp and was
transferred to
Karakatta Hostel

Arrived at Dalwallinu
W24 Prisoner of War
Control Centre and

transferred to a farm

Transferred to
Northam Prisoner of
War Camp to await
repatriation

Repatriated on
Chitral to Naples

4 Jan. 41 13 Feb. 45 24 Feb. 45 25 July 45 27 May. 46 30 Sep. 46
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Battle of Bardia

Bardia is a small town on the Mediterranean coast of Libya, in the region of
Cyrenaica, approximateIK 30 kilometres from the Egyptian border. During the
early decades of the 20th century it was developed as a military outpost
during Italy's colonisation of the region. Prior to the Second World War it was
fortified by the construction of an arc of defensive posts, 29 kilometres long,
around the town and its small harbour.

Bardia was the site of the first battle fought by Australian troops in the
Second World War. On the morning of 3 January 1941, troops of the 16th
Brigade of the 6th Australian Division attacked and broke through the western
face of the defensive perimeter, while the 2/6th Battalion mounted a
diversion in the south. Troops of the 17th Australian Brigade joined the
fighting later in the morning to clear the southern portion of the Italian
defences, while the 16th Brigade advanced toward Bardia itself.

Bardia was captured late in the afternoon of 4 January, but Italian resistance
in the southern portion of the perimeter, which had been particularly
determined, did not cease until the morning of 5 January; the diversionary
force had encountered the toughest fighting of all. The attack had cost the
6th Division 130 men killed and 326 wounded but netted them approximatel
40,000 Italian prisoners and large quantities of arms, rations, equipment, an
alcohol. All of which was put to good use by the Australians. (AWM)

Australian War Memorial, Battle of Bardia,; Keating, Geoffrey (Major), The Western Desert Campaign Image
E1579, Imperial War Museum; Hurley, Frank, Bardia 5% January 1941, Image 004931, Australian War Memorial
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Prisoner of
War

Initially the prisoners were held in temporary
camps in North Africa before belnF processed and
shipped to places around the world for detainment
for the duration of the war. They were impounded
in caged compounds near place of capture. They
were then transported to temporary camps. Some
of these first tented camps were in Alexandria,
Ismailia, outside Cairo and along the Suez Canal:
Bitter Lake Fayed, Geneifa and Port Suez. The
POWs were also camped near Wadi Sara Palestine
(Yesodot Israel) and entrained from Haifa Israel.

They were places with limited water rations, very
little food and too much sand and dust.

An Italian POW, Umberto Cofrancesco, reached
Alexandria by shlp and then was moved to Port
Said by train.

Geneifa in the Sinai is mentioned as the place
where the Italian prisoners of war were processed
and M.E. Number assigned.

(Hyperwar, Map 4 The Egypt- Palestine Base, page 59,
https:/ /www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/UN/UK/UK-Med-I/UK-Med-I-4.html)

| Map4

THE EGYPT —PALESTINE BASE

Showing principal communications

Legend

Instollotions  existing in 1939 shown In Blue
Planned expansion at new sites shown in Red

Airfields
Landing grounds
Flying boat bases

BOo®

Flylng boat
clighting areas

Aboukir .

Alexandria

= '-”Burg el Axab
o
El Hamman

2
3
4
3.

... Supply depots
. Ammunition & Bomb depots
_.Bulk petrof

Ordnance depots

.. Ordnance workshops

6. Vehicle depots & stores
Z...Engineer = stores

Personnel comps

Z

8

9. Hospital areas
$0...RAF maintenance units

\CMRO

vxza bbussia
Me na % ° Maad:
Tura

*H elw an

€ Nite

/'.

Joanne Tapiolas © Footp;_/’l/’hts

2

{ e —
fectio—

o &5l {smailia____
j Tel el Kebir \\ =

: “Abu ;ulranv? Deversoir

Port Said

. }uuo) zong

Firdan

Fayid ‘\ Great Bitter Lake

Ve Kabrir

R\l
Genexfa \"‘\)Shnndur
e st T,
<)

— ¥

Jebel Daye \\,, “5“2

At‘aqa

a
5
=

o
o

1)‘\5

/
Haifa &  Qir Motzkin  /
|
SAthlit: [
I l\ha_yar Beach l i H
(4 (\ !
¥ |\ I
Nathanya ‘s-—1 — !
9 Y T\6’( { N ’]
y § ]
i ( S
=t | ~ &}
Jaffa 'Y l ]
Sarafand/e,* Lydda ?
‘,’ SRamieh \
yAqw \v_ 2 5
I\’/ JERUSALEM /
: /
Majdal f I
ﬁ f v i
Z g‘s
Gaza / is
/ h\ £ & i
P N 1
/ \ ;
A\ s ol
s ¥ Beersheba \
; (S \
— \ )
S \ /
= ; : / ;
\ e b = /
Y -
= J
\ /
N !
) /
= \\ 2 /
= ) £
\
/8 ; !
! i
> \
> \
\ N\
\
\ /
A ;
\ e
\ %
I N \
\ i
\ {
1 I/
4
i e Aqaba
Gy
§
<
§
&
) 50 20 30 4 $0____60 MILES o
—t—— A &




Posiage FPree

Franeo di Bollo

75 o veatian Qb LTI G
fed 10 P\“#’ﬁi‘SohE‘Rs OF WAR.NS3680/.&

Aran o .
Number 6' oYt g 7
Nuniber R L o1
g : F ; i o
Surname SELOE2ZH. i Names LOREAN2 0 % !
s V3) 7 > 5
Riank Y So.c.ét. L':)E(‘(,gt{-f ”‘\93 f:‘l;/d?-g?o /_',k“fj‘{'_/ A&'é \-;g/
o) 1‘294,._ 12;—" Vg &
Dale of Birth A?O S 2. Pi:xz'x}o.' fh(t}{“’,’ s /‘:,:- 4
7 77

Lk >
Surname & Name of Father /ﬂ,w’&_ i
7

Name af Mother

Notification to Family

These two cards are examples of the notification sent to
families about the captured Italians.

The first card was used for Notification of Capture Only.

The second card was used to notify family that their loved
one had been Transferred to Australia.

Once in Australia, there must have been a card used to
notify family of their place of imprisonment and address
details for correspondence.

Cards Courtesy of Pastore, Vitoronzo Giovinazzo (Bari) llluzi Lorenzo Internato in Australia
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India Prisoner of War Camps

Giuseppe was sent to India from a POW Camp in Egypt. Some of these
camps were Ramgarh, Bangalore, Bairagarh, Ahmednagar, Yol and Ceylon.
The Italians suffered disease in India eg malaria, typhoid, dysentery. The
tropical conditions of humidity and torrential rain was unbearable.

... life was monotonous and over time many of the men felt they were
forgotten and became more desperate. Health was the most serious worry.
At the camp, at Ramgarh many succumbed to beriberi and typhoid fever, ‘at
an alarming rate’. The camp turned into a sea of mud and was filled with
mosquitoes when the rains started. Several hundred Italians died while
interned during the war in India, some from natural causes but the majority
from illnesses caught while in confinement. For prisoners of war of all
different nationalities, the war was characterised by a long, testing time of
waiting in camps, longing for letters and hoping that their own news was
getting through.

Khan, Yasmin, The Rah at War: A People’s History of India’s Second World War
ICRC Guerre 1939-1945, British India Group V Italian Prisoners of War VP HIST-03470-34
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Being a POW in India

Umberto Cofrancesco:
Living conditions in the POW camp of Ramgarh were particularly harsh. Umberto tells
about his suffering and diseases:
"From March 41, closed in barbed wires we had to suffer not only because we were
imprisoned, but also because of the great heat of India, almost unbearable. And when
later, in the month of June 41, the rains began, we, the prisoners, we had to drink dirty
water, with the same color as the earth. And this was the cause of serious diseases which
made several soldiers die in the RAMGARH camps."
Even Umberto got sick. Pleurisy!
"I began the day 28-6-41 to be sick with low fever, steady pain at my back (shoulder).
Medical diagnosis: Pleurisy."
And together with pleurisy, many other illnesses.
"Tonsillitis, headache, tiredness, rheumatism, bone pains. During the imprisonment | was
tormented by diseases, which left serious injury for life."
The physical examinations occurred very often. Umberto notes carefully the dates and
diagnoses.
"Physical examination

28-6-41

7-7-41  pleurisy

24-7-41

29-7-41 pleurisy

30-7-41 !

8-9-41 "

16-9-41 !
The year 1942 did not start any better than the previous one. Umberto’s health condition
had become worse and it was requested that he be given a "complete physical
examination", in view of a possible repatriation.
"Day 7 February 1942. Passed a complete physical examination by the English at Ramgarh
hospital S. P.te. Day towards the end of March 1942. Passed a complete physical
examination by the International Commission at the Ramgarh hospital for Repatriation."
But obviously, it had nothing to do with the "Repatriation" (written with the first letter in
capital, for its great importance. It was not just a word, but a dream, a mirage). The
Commission must have decided that Umberto had not suffered enough and that his health
allowed him to continue that very painful life of the POW camp.

(http://cofrancesco.net/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=64&Itemid=86&limit=1&Ii
mitstart=6)

(NAA: A7919, C104054)
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Italian Prisoners of War
Camp. Group 4. During
monsoons

Bangalore Camp 7 Italian
Prisoners of War standing '
in front of decorated
gardens

Photographs from the
collection of the ICRC

Cooks at Camp 25 Wing 3

Graves of Italian Prisoners *‘ 'm 4 ':& v * _
of War Bangalore Group 5 o8 -,d 5 Ay

10/1944
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General William Mitchell

The General William Mitchell departed Bombay
on 30t January 1945 with 2076 Italian Prisoners
of War. The ship arrived in Port of Melbourne
13t February 1945.

“During the autumn of 1944 and through the
spring of 1945, General William

Mitchell called twice at Bombay India, as she
redeployed and rotated troops in the China-
Burma-India theatre. On the first of these
voyages she sailed from New York

via Panama and Australia, putting in at
Bombay 7 October and embarking veterans
for passage to Australia and America, and
finally mooring at San Diego California, 17
November 1944. Her second passage to
India took her from San Pedro via Tasmania
to embark Allied troops

and Italian prisoners of war at Bombay; she
subsequently off-loaded the POW's at
Melbourne; loaded dependent wives and
children in New Zealand and returned to San
Pedro 3 March 1945.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_
General_William_Mitchell_(AP-114)
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Origin of PWIX

' s BET
. DPH(AGI3)/MA @ _ - @ ¢ .m. ’
' WAR DIARY er—INFEREIGENCGE-SUMMARY v Form G4,
: (Adap ed)
{Erase heading not lequiud.())9 00 hir — .
S s
Unit____AG13 Date and Time.—From___ 16 Jan 45 To__16 Jan 45 M 33
Blics; Date. - Hour. Sumuwury of Events und Information. Remarks and references to PW I X

Appendices, Diaries, &e.

" 1HQ MRIBOURNE 16 Jan 49 {A)_PRISONERS OF WAR. Pro Fascist

1. Signal A1360 from Milbase Brishane advising 96 Jap PW| /7255/10/85 .. .
for Cowra entrained Sth Brisbane 15 Jag, =

- |

2. Signal 41352 from Milbase Brisbane advising arrival {
o T S 4 Jap. Army. O/R. P 2 Ghinese. ex MG .13.Jan. ... .. ~ %25 576 o7 {1 N

3 Jap offrs 2 Jap navy 0/R FW ex Philippines 15 Jan:

wde.Signal A1419 from Milbase Brisbane advising arrival :_255/.10/85...___, -

estcom advising recapture
PilG 41705 RETMER Fritz L/Cpl 13 Jan 45.

..9._Signal & 1352 from Milbase Brisbane advising arrival 1/ 255/10/85.
one Jap merchant seaman arrived Brisbane 13 Jan,

"4, Signal P¥ 1305 from We

6, Signal to Milbases:Sydney-and Melbourne approving

_transfer 1 Jap PH Class B and PNI_ 4&3049 FUDA.F, nrancescL
to Hurchison, ;

225/18/348 ..

2 i

7. Yemo to W Comd and all areas directing that 3000
.Ttallan FV from India with possible pro Faseist 4
sympathies be designated by the prefix PWIX, and
) setting out manner and conditions in which such
P&IE will be eémploved,

(AWM52 1/1/14 Headquarters Units January to April 1945)
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Departure from Bombay India

‘. DP¥(AG13) /OK

Unit

"_“.l e, ﬁ"?un-’s 3
’ }i‘:"»’ :«f; Bk / /

| o
WAR DIARY -or—INTELLIGENCE-SUMMARY. secazT Army Form CH15

AG13

(Erase heading not reqmred\
€200 hrs 1730 hrs - :
Date and Time.~From—__31 Jan 45 To. .31 d2n 45 (,;¢‘44/,/,/ ¢ g

Place. 3

Date.

Hour.

4

G s lui 3 “Remutks and references to
Sumniary of Events and Inforination. ’ Appe ndices, Diaries, &e.

133 NEL30URNE

31 Jan 45

i

|A. FRISONERS OF WAR: S ; s

1.

3,

T(INGL merchart Séemen) British T to be selected from

TLTIAT 1943, T VIEwWs Tof Eust Govt sought on this proposal,

 Signel Q3183 from Bmbn Bombay scyising 2076 Italion ;2{

Signal 43018 from ¥ilbese Brisbene sdyising arrival ?( 255/10/85
57Jap Army O/R P¥ ex NG 29 Jan.
Ceble 1005 from H/C Iordon adwvi sing.UX proposs. an*roach
Germany re head for head exchangs British Comronwealth

W against Germans from WY Africa end Middle Fast %

those ceptured before 1 jul 1940, date iine for Cermans

»

transhipred CGenersl kitchell for Australia 30 Jan 45, .2

Memo to EG Vic L/C Ares ancroving extension of ‘ 255/21/1. .

boundaries of FiWCC Corryong tc cover existing
apslications from property ovmers in Tallangatte area

for labo:r of not more t‘han 25 Ital*an or{icer F¥W.

(AWM52 1/1/14 Headquarters Units January to April 1945)
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Arrival in Melbourne

. DEW(AG13)/MA ® ' Y SECRET
v " WAR DIARY 3 SECRET Ay ‘ff;ﬁ,cjm’

(Erase heading not required.)
0900 hrs

1730 hrs .
) Unit___AG13 Date and Time.—From—. 16 Feb 45 T —ﬁw/ﬂ 1/59‘ Arrival:

Place. Date. | Hour. | Summary of Events and Information. R:;;mg:l];::::: c:ito 13.2.45

% 1HQ MELBOURNE |16 Feb 45 (4) PRISONERS OF WAR.

1. Signal AG2504 from Milbase Melbourne advising 2076 PAI :
disembarked 13 Feb. Two casualties to 115 AGH, three o
troublemakers to Murchison all deducted from Sandy dx”
Creek quota,

Cre _two trainloads 500 and_

32 Signal PWI 1667 from Milbase Sydney advising 409 and_
466 PUI arrived Cowra 14 Feb totalling 875 not 876
as_previously advised. Further check being made, i

/

4, Memo to Attorney General's Dept requesting that in- |  255/2/628
structions be issued for Deputy Commonwealth Crown
Solicitors %o prepzre defence and assign counsel for /

P¥ who are to be tried by civil courts, the cost of ¢zl —
legal expenses to be borne by Dept of Army, =z

2. Signal AQ 3591 from Milbase Adelaide advising 845 PWI :z
arrived Sandy Creek 14 Feb in ?45 iz

Y Tamrm e -

(AWM52 1/1/14 Headquarters Units January to April 1945)
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Movement from Melbourne to South Australia

. 4 9 SEORET A
. DERAeI3)/KG WAR DIARY er—ENFEELIGENCE-SUMMARY. szoner Aumy Fogn G205,
5 (Erase heading not required.) 0900 hrs 1730 hre
. Unit AG 13 Date and Time.—Fron: 20 Feb 45 7o 20 Feb_b.--g wﬁ 74 6?
Place. Date. ; Hour. ; Summary of Events and Information. : R\e::;::m;:dl‘;:;::: c;setu
3 1 L _ Allocation
LHQ MELBOURNE ... |20 Feb 4A5)... oo |-A PRIBONERS OF WAR, .. . . . o s i 3 . to
i ‘1. Signal 45015 from ¥ilbase Brisbame advising PAI46547 ~__ Western
PEDUTO A. entraining Brisbane 19 Feb for Hay to serve court | Australia
_mertial sentenmce. - e «5° P/2/2446

e A A RS A A2 B8 hn Al

2. Signal AG3060 from ¥ilbase Melb advising PHIX ex India

moved as follows 876 to NSW 845 to SA 350 to SA for on :
movg b0 The o ar84/431/4

—vicsmaverena B V) NN

1
3. ¥emo to HQ NSW L of C Ares approving transfer of PWI 46636

RESTUCCIA Antonio from 113 (Goncord) il Hosp to suitable i ,,. )i /26 5
accommodetion in Vic 1 of C Ares. PW has been added to roll ;45’. fjabs.
of those recommended for repatriation. By

i

4. Memo to HQ Vic L of C Area, aporovmg reauction of allocation

of FACC V. atha by 80; toese 80 P to be disposed of by, = ... —
increasing Vll Warragul by 30 and V7 Yarram by 50. .gp 239/30/4

(AWM52 1/1/14 Headquarters Units January to April 1945)
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